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4 Lamentation takes up for the Churchs of the Anabap- 
baſe by John Collens with a call, and warning for 
them to come out of the {elf ſeparation,into the foot- 


ſteps of the flock, and to turn from the darknels to 
the true light. 


Riends,you who call your ſelvzs Churches of Chriſt Jeſus, 
F who have ſeparated your ſelves not having the fpiric to 
lcad,and ſeparate you from your uncleannes,and ſo are in the 
ſelf feparation,out of the power of God, which power maketh 
man willing to deny himſelf and take up the daily croſs which 
crucificth him to the world,and the world to him,where fin is 
nailed,andthe power of God received,to refift theDevil, which 
leads them captive at his will, who live in fin and tranſgreſſion, 
which is the work of the D:vil, and all them that are leq by 
him have not received the faith, which giverh victory over 
him, nor have not believed the Goſpel, which is the power of 
God to ſalyation, nor reccived Chriſt Jeſus, to ſave them fron 
their fins which all they that do believe, do receive even power 
to become the ſons of God, and joynt heirs with Chriſt. 
_ Friends, in the Name and fear of the Lord God Almighty, 
do I warn you, and in bowels of Tove and tenderneſs do in -- 
Chriſts ſtead belcech you, that in the light ofChrifſt J:ſus made 
maniteſt, which never changeth, but bears crue tettimony for 
God,try and confider, whether whilſt you /ive in fin, you are ci 
| ſervants to fin, and doth the work, of the Devil : and the wages of 
' fin is death, and he that ſoweth to the fleſh muit of the fl:ſh reap 
' corruption, aud he that ſoweth tothe ſpirit, ſhall of the £7 t reap 
life everlaſting, you cannot ſerve two maſters, neither can you 
ſerve God and Manmon, verily verily except you be born again you 


| cannot igherit the King dom of God, and he that is burn of God can- 


mot fin, for bis feed remaineth in him, he that finneth is of the De- 
- vil; now friends in the cooleneſs and moderation confider, 
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whether you know this birth brought forth in you which can» 
not commit fin, the ſeed immortal begotten of God, which 
enters the Kingdom of God ;z 2nd try your fclves how you 
ſtand In the preſence of the Lord; in fingl:nefs of heart, and 
deceive not your ſelves with words: for the goſpel is not in word 
but in power 3 a profcfſi:;n of God and CFrilt will not ſave you 
whi'ft you deny the powcro! God , by which fin is crucihed, 
for whoſoever cowmitteth ſin is under the Law : and he was made 
maniteſt to take away our ins, truly a lamentation is taken up 
for you, how are you fallen; how are your garments defiled ; how 
are you degenerated and tallen back tothe love ot the world 
wich its cuſtomes, faſhioned and traditions, with the Juſts and 
vanities thereof, renewing again thoſe idolJatrics which for 
merly you have deſtroyed, how is your leader and great Ajos 
ſtle amongſt you, Thomas Collier, become an enemy of righte. 
ouſnefs reſiſting the holy Ghoſt : and perverting the right way of 
Gecd preaching up fin and imp:rtc&ion for term of liteggoing 
about with all thc ſtrength he can mwulter up to eſtabliſh the 
kingdom of the Devil in the Church of Chriſt, raking up the 
failings of the Saints recorded,to confirm the reign of the man 
of fin forever, condemning the generation ot the juſt, bringing 
in new deftin&icns to make the body of Chriſt an imperfe& 
finful body,how doth he blaſphem- God 8& his cab-rnacle,and 
them that dwell in Heaven,who ſhal {ay any thing to the charge of 
Gods ele&,how doth he ſlander, reproach and talily accuicrhe 
innocent and harmleſs Lambs of Chrift )efus, yea the Lord is 
witneſs between him $: us,and we call Heaven and earth to wit 
zeſs againſt bim this day, that theſe things * afferted by him as 
our principles neverentered into our hearts, our conſciences 
bearing us witneſs in the ſight of God, though he like a whore 
hath wiped his mouth at a looking glaſs,in whick the children 
of light ſee much more of his detormity and wickedneſs; ha- 
ving perverted the words in: ſeveral books as he doth the 
Scriptures to his own dejtruftion, and out of his miſchicvous 
heart, hath wreſted thgir hon: intents , and taken pieces 
of ſentences and raiſed it up alie ( out of his own wicked 


hcart)upon them,and then overturned his own work but chat 
whic 
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which'is written in thoſe books remaineth untouched by 
him, his own lizs Þcing but wipcd from them, as any who 
are withour pr:judicc may cstily fee, reaging over the things 
contained in thoſe books who wilt fi fici-netly clear them= 
ſelves, but the Devil who was « lyer from the beginning, is n:w 
caſt out of heaven into the earth, and he haih great wrath with the 
woman, and the remnant of her ſeed who keep the word of God and 
teſtimony of Feſus ; but the arm of the Lord is ſtretched out over us, 
and in his fear are we preſerved {from the rage of our enemies, yea 
a pillar of fire to give us light goeth betore us, which is a cloud 
and darkneſs to our Egyprian ] ke enemies that follow after us: 
Truly my ſoul pittics you, and my bowels hath even yerned 
on you, for many dayes; oh that you had an ear that you 
could hear, and an heart that you could underſtand: you have 
played the harlot and are departed from God, and you have 
Joyned your ſelves to another befides the Lord, you haverun 4 
whoreing afte» your own Inventions, and you bave worſhipped the 
works of your h.mds, and your Paſtours hath deceived you, for 
the Lord doth no: ſmile upon you, but his jealouſy burneth g- 
gainſt you as a fire, yt return and he may have mcrcy, and 
whilſt che Spitit of the Lord ſtrives, anſwer with obedience; 
for he hath ſaid his ſjirit ſhall not alwayes ſtrive with man, and 
while you have the light, believe in the light, and bring all 
your deeds unto the light that they may be proved and tryed, 
whether they be wrought in God, | 
| Andnow friends inthe fear of the Lord deal honeſtly witch 
your own ſelves, and let us reaſon together, and in the Jight 
of Chriſt J:ſus weigh and try all tiings,.and (ee with the light 
( which will deal plainly with you ) whether you are indeed 
ſvch as you profeſs your ſclves; and whether the ordinances 
you fo much talk of be indeed the ordinances ct Chrift, or but 
ſhadowes, whether water baptiſm or the haptiſm of the ſpirit 
be the baptiſm of Chriſt, fince there is but one baptiſm, whc«ther 
you have heard the voice of Chriſt or ſeen his ſhape at any timegthat 
hath commanded you in the particular to take vp thoſe ordt- 
nances,or a perſw-2ſjon in your own minds from the l-tter when 
as the letter killeth, or whether ſuch a thing as water be cume 


mandedin the Ictrer,or your own Iwaginations from the letter. 
D 3 Whether 
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Whether the bread you break be the body of Chriſt , or the 
cup you drink be his blood, fince ic doth not cleanſe you from 
fin ? whether the prayers you make be in the ſpirit, and you 
can fay inthe preſence of the Lord , you lift up holy hands; 
have them that teach among you the ſpirit of infalibility, and 
revclation of the mind of Chriſt , or they ſpeak. a devination 
of their own brain, and hath not received the word of the 
Lord from his mouth , bue boaſt in anothers line, and what 
themſelves haveinvented, and whether this be the ſpiric of 
God,or the ſpirit of errour which is not of God ; and whether 
the Covenant, and ordinances which doth not make the 
commers therzunto perfe&, be not that which is to bz done 
away as weake and unprofitable? whether your faith and 
preaching be not alſo vain, foraſmuch as you belicve you ſhall 
never overcome fin while you live,and your faith doth not pus 
rife your hearts,and ſince that as a tree falleth ſo it lyeth, and 
as death leaves you judgment finds you, and that there is no 
repentance in the graye whether you muſt goe, and that 
nothing that is unclean, or that worketh abomination, or 
that maketh a lye ſhall ever enter the City of our God. 

Therefore once more in the name of the Lord 1 warn you , 
come out from among cthem,all ye that arc tender-hearted, and 
that deſires ſalvation to your ſoules come out from among them, 
and be ye ſeperate,and touch no unclean thing. and I will recetye you 
ſaith the Lord,for whoſoever cannot witneſfſe Chrift Jeſus a Sa- 
viour from ſin in the particular, ſhall nevcr witneſs him a Savi- 
our from condemration,& refuſe not to walk with a pure per- 
fe& pcople,asT.C.ſairh we be,and follow us no farther then as 
we follow Chriſt, for we have the mind of Chriſt;therfore own 
thelight which convinc :th you of ſin,for as living witneſſes for 
the name of our God do we ftand, that the light which con- 
vinceth of ſin is the trae lizht that leadeth out of fin, all 
them that walks in the light, as he is in the light , they wit- 
neſs the blood of Chriſt co cleanſe from all fin, which joyns 
us to Chriſt as members of his body, whereby we recciverhe 
ſpirit of the Father, to lead and guideus to do his will, which 
is our ſanQification, which ſpirit revealeth the Son, Chrift 
Jeſus the light, who worketh all our works in us, and __ Usg 

. whole 
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whoſe work is perfeft, for we are no more our own, bue 
bought with a price; ſo are we baptized by one fpirit into 
peeps 7 and mad< conformable to his death, who hath rai- 
ſed us to life,glory be to his name for ever:here is the Church 
in God the Father, where the true Church, Ordinances and 
feJlowlhip is known, and the true worſhip in ſpirit and in 
truth Cin which onely the father is worſhipped) lived in ; yea, 
and we bear teftimony according to the Scriptures, that there 
is no other name given under heaven by which men can be 
faved, but by Chriſt Jeſus, who is revealed inus, our hope of 
glory ; this is he that hath told us all that ever we have done : 
3s not this the very Chriſt, who was in the beginning with 
God, whoſe day Abraham ſaw, whom the profcſling Jews 
(when made manifeſt) who had the Scriptures of the Pros 

phets (who prophefied of him) read every Sabbarh day, yet 
their voices they knew not, but crucified the Lord of Life, 
and put him to open ſhame, as it is at this day ; Him hath 

God raiſed, and given him a name above every name, that at the 

name of Feſus every knee ſhould bow ; this 18 he whom we bear 

teſtimony to, Chriſt Feſus the ſame yeſterday, to day and for ever; 

therefore take heed leaft, ye be found fighters againſt God, and 

no longer believe lyes, but caft out the Iyar from amoneſt 

you, for the lyar is of the D-vil, and whilftt you join with 

him, you are one with him, and mult partake of his plagues. 

Thereforz hear and fear before the Lord, for the Lord w1ll rain 

ſnares upon the wicked and pour out ſhame ani contempt upon his 

adverſaries; and go on ſpe:dily with your promiſe which you 

have promiſed the Lord in your Epiſtle, That you wull caſt out 

ſin or ſinners out of the houſe of God, ſo may the Lord have a 

Church tree from fin upon the earth, for he is com? wioſe 

rizht itis, and the Kingdom and the Government (hall be 

his, who will rule the Heathen with a rod of iron, and break 

them in pieces like a Potters veſſz}. And now have I eaſed 

my ſpirit, and cleared my conſcience towards you, whether 

you will hear or forbear, and the Lord will be clear of you, 
when he cometh in ten thouſands of his Saints to execute the 
judgements written this h:nour hath all the ſaints, 


From 


who wadlonce owned-asia Brother amongft you 
we owned a brother by you, whilſt w:lking in the Vas. 
nity my mind running ta the ſame exceſs of riot with you; 


þ the Lord in mercy: viſited me, and called me out of 
- aRineſs, Into his maryellous light, 1 have been batzd 3nd 
Bo Ed, y uſed by fomcof you, who am known to many 
of you by thename of, > 
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